THE   QUEEN   AND   MR,   GLADSTONE             17

indeed ; but as the passing years wrought changes in him,
the recurring figure that bore the name of Gladstone was
rarely twice the same.

The long procession opened with a demure Oxonian,
whose fame had reached as far as Cheyne Row; Carlyle
uttered a deep, respectful growl about " a certain W. Glad-
stone, an Oxford crack scholar, Tory M.P., and devout
churchman of great talent and hope. ... I know him for
a solid, serious, silent-minded man " ; Macaulay honoured
his early writings with a full, critical broadside in the
Edinburgh, opening the cannonade with a rare compliment
to " the rising hope of those stern and unbending Tories " ;
and their unbending leader closed an interview, in which he
offered him a minor post, by taking Gladstone's hand and
saying with deep feeling, " Well, God bless you, wherever
you are." Peel was not prodigal of such demonstrations ;
but his response to Gladstone was immediate. Did not
someone say of the young man that he was " Oxford on
the surface, but Liverpool below" ? If so, Sir Robert
could respect the industrious commercial statesmanship,
that knew how to " govern packages " at the Board of
Trade, beneath the impressive superstructure of academic
decorum.

That was the first Mr, Gladstone, a rather solemn figure
with black hair and an adorable young wife, who lived in
Carlton House Terrace in, order to be near the House of
Commons and the Sunday school in which he taught, served
on Church committees, and ordered books for the servants'
library with immense deliberation. How could Sir Robert
fail to like him, or he to follow Peel ? He followed him
through the inevitable curve, as Peel veered towards Free
Trade ; and when the angry Tories hunted their leaders out
of office, he shared their exile. It was a rather lonely
destiny to be a Peelite. The rdle was dignified ; but it con-
sisted mainly of surveying politics from an unfrequented
pinnacle of superior sagacity ; and as the little group looked
down, the crowded plain beneath them filled with the stamp